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Eugenics is a concept based on the belief that the human genetic makeup can be advanced by only allowing individuals with certain desired inheritable characteristics to reproduce (Nolan, n.d.). The proponents of eugenics believed that since one’s genes-controlled aspects such as “eye colour, polydactyly, and certain physiological aspects such as A-B-O blood groups”, they were also responsible for transmitting features such as stupidity, poverty, and alcoholism (Nolan, n.d.). However, since stupidity, poverty, and alcoholism were associated with people of color at the time, eugenicists believed that colored individuals should not be allowed to reproduce to limit the spread of their genes. These convictions were popularized in the 1920s as an expansion of Francis Galton’s ideas, a time when about 29 states in the U.S. outlawed interracial matrimony and 22 others punished individuals for related acts (Nolan, n.d.). Some of these laws, which were heavily supported by eugenicists, were in place until the late 1960s, and various states used these laws to justify mass sterilization procedures on colored individuals without their knowledge or consent (Nolan, n.d.). These procedures included castrations and tubal ligations among others (AnotherClipDump, 2012).
In my opinion, the proponents of eugenics did not adequately consider the implications of the mass sterilization procedures when trying to justify them. More specifically, eugenicists attempted to use certain outcomes to justify the means, with one of the desired outcomes, in this case being a genetically superior form of human beings. Additionally, from An economic perspective, the aim was to minimize the poor population that was being supported through welfare by the United States since they were considered a burden (AnotherClipDump, 2012). As such, since mainly blacks in the United States were living in poverty at the time, they were the primary targets for the sterilization procedures, especially women (AnotherClipDump, 2012). However, the eugenicists did not have sufficient scientific or empirical proof that individuals of color had inferior genetics. Furthermore, they did not adequately consider how actions such as mass sterilization impacted the victims and their families. By the late 1960s, tens of thousands of Americans were sterilized if they were suspected of having any trace of genetic material that was not purely white (AnotherClipDump, 2012).
Had these eugenicists adequately considered the implications of the mass sterilization programs, they would have anticipated the suffering experienced by the victims of such procedures. More specifically, the individuals who underwent these procedures felt humiliated since they were not treated like human beings who could make sane choices regarding reproduction (AnotherClipDump, 2012). This is because the sterilization procedures were done with limited informed consent, especially since most of the victims were teenage girls who could not fully understand the magnitude of the procedures (AnotherClipDump, 2012). Additionally, there are reports of the medical personnel using fake signatures to imply that the victims gave their consent (AnotherClipDump, 2012). Even worse, to authorize these eugenic procedures, medical personnel often labeled these victims as “promiscuous,” “retarded”, or “unfit to procreate” without evidence of such (AnotherClipDump, 2012). As such, these individuals were denied the fundamental liberty of making their own reproductive decisions. Surprisingly, little has been done by the United States government to compensate the individuals who were affected by the sterilization procedures or punish those who perpetrated such acts against humanity (AnotherClipDump, 2012). This is because the procedures were protected by the state laws at the time (AnotherClipDump, 2012). Therefore, more needs to be done to secure justice and restore the dignity of those who suffered from the mass sterilization procedures.
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